
Customs Information 
 

Can I bring back anything I buy while I’m abroad? 
Are there limits on how much I can bring back into the U.S.?   

Will I have to pay duty (tax) on the things I bring back? 

 
Answers to these questions and many others are included in “Know Before 
You Go,” a booklet written by the U.S. Customs Service.  “Know Before You 
Go” gives detailed information on what you can and cannot bring back to the 
U.S.  Before your departure, be sure to read “Know Before You Go,” which is 
available on-line:  http://www.customs.ustreas.gov.   
 

Parents Giving You A Hard Time? 
 
Do your parents have questions about study abroad or are they questioning 
your decision to study abroad?  If so, we have a recommendation for you. 
 
William Hoffa, a well-known international educator, wrote Study Abroad: A 
Parent’s Guide to inform parents of the important role of international 
education in today’s world.  Hoffa’s book touches on the fact that studying 
abroad is more than an extended vacation, and can, in fact, enrich academics 
and allow students to gain an understanding of other cultures and 
backgrounds.  More practically, he points out that study abroad experience 
can also significantly enhance a resume.  Hoffa’s intent is to set parents’ 
minds at ease as they assist their students in the study abroad process.   
 
This book was published by NAFSA Publishers and is no longer in print.  It 
can be found on Amazon.com for approximately $15. 
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